INTRODUCTORr NOTE

". . . that Germany must take under her protection the ten or
twelve millions of persons of German stock who live abroad under a
foreign yoke; that her Eastern and Upper Silesian frontiers must be
revised^ and that Danzig and the Polish Corridor must be regained"

The foregoing political objectives of Stresemann^ which Hitler began
to achieve in 1938^ led in I$3g to the second European war.

It is very characteristic of German mentality that one and the same
man was to be found at the top not only of the Imperial Reich^ but also
of the Weimar Republic and the Nazi Reich. Hindenburg, a loyal
Prussian Junker^ the Generalissimo ofWiflielm JZ, was elected President
of the Weimar Republic by a free and universal popular *uotey and of
his own unfettered tw//, in January -Tpjj, he named Adolf Hitler Chan-
cellor of the Reich. One man at the head of three successive regimes:
is that not symbolic of the continuity of German political thought?

sifter Hitler achieved power the peaceable declarations known from
the days of the Weimar Republic not only did not cease^ but grew even
more positive. But neither was there any cessation of the sabotage of
international agreements: it merely grew more open and acquired a
swifter tempo. 'But the mask was completely removed only m March
I939* with the occupation of Prague and Hitler's public proclamation
of the German Lebensraum theory.

We begin this chapter with two quotations dating from the period of
the last war. In the first Dr. Kirckner calls^ as early as igi6-> for
preparations to be made for the next war. In the second? Wilhelm II
declares in September 1918^ i.e. when faced with the appreacKng
defeat^ that the Germans are incapable of hatred. These two quotations
are a foretaste of what the Reich was to become after the defeat of 1918:
a benevolent pretence of a peaceful and friendly German nation for
external use^ which formed a convenient screen for the systematic
preparation^ as soon as one war was ended^ of a further war of revenge
on the deluded victors.
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